XIX-CENTURY   CLINICIANS
ether.55 Simpson communicated his Account of a New
Agent to the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical Society on Noverfr*
her io? 1847, and five days later, at the Royal Infirmary, he
administered chloroform to a " Highland boy'who spoke only
Gaelic," while Professor James Miller removed part of the
radius for osteomyelitis. For the next fifty years chloroform
was the anaesthetic of choice in Britain, and credit is due to Dr.
JOHN SNOW (1813-58) for his researches on the best method of
use, as described in his book, On Chloroform and Other Anaesthetics^
1858, now a very rare work.1 Snow administered chloroform to
Queen Victoria on two occasions. He was the first British
anaesthetist, and during the last ten years of his short life he
administered over four hundred anaesthetics each year. The
ether inhaler he devised is surprisingly modern in design.2 Snow
was also a pioneer of preventive medicine (p. 388).
Another London anaesthetic specialist was JOSEPH CLOVER
(1825-82), who advised the use of nitrous oxide and ether in
sequence.
To return to our account of Sir J. Y. Simpson, he was not
only the discoverer of chloroform anaesthesia. He was the
most eminent obstetrician of his day, and, despite his enormous
practice, found time to distinguish himself as an archaeologist,
writing, among other works, papers on "Leper Hospitals in
Scotland," and " Was the Roman Army provided with Medical
Officers ? " 3 The son of a baker in Bathgate, eighteen miles
west of Edinburgh, he so distinguished himself that at the age
of twenty-nine he was appointed to the Chair of Midwifery,
which he held for thirty years. He was obliged to defend
chloroform against its antagonists who opposed it, not on medical
but on moral grounds, alleging that it would " rob God of the
deep earnest cries" of women in labour. Simpson's energies
were also directed to a method of haemostasis by the use of
long needles, known as " acupressure,3' which incurred the
displeasure of his surgical colleague, Syme, upon whose domain
he had thus encroached. Simpson was created a baronet in
1866. He had a kindly manner and magnetic personality, which
endeared him to his patients, and although he appeared to love
1 Sir B. W. Richardson, Disciples of Aesctdapius, vol. i. p, 227 ("Dr. John Snow")
a A. D. Marston, " The Centenary of the First Anaesthetic Use of Ether,'* Proc. Roy.
Soc. Med., 1941, vol. xxxv. p. 279
* J. Y. Simpson, Archaeological Essays, 2 vols,, 1872, voL ii. p. 197.
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